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i Q Goocl evening. Welcogpe te "Today-Tonight”, the
Library, White House, Washingqton, D.C.  (n Fyiday, the ¥resident
ti

]

-

" 9f—the United States, Ronald Reagan, begjns his Europeag tour with

E-~ A state visit to Ireland. ‘

8 o Mr. President, it's not your first vigit to Ireland,

J.. - af course. It is your first visit as President and in gn election
So,.is it a sentimental journey? 18 jt electiongering?

THE PRESIDENT: It is trug. § have been there more

_:* ' than once in a previous occupation when ] wag a performgr in the
. entertainment business, then, subsequent}y, vhen I was Governor,

¥+ - and when_you and I met wvhen 1 was sent there by Presidemt Nixon or
ot . @ mission for him. !

e Actually, T would be going even if I were not a

i candidate, so it isn't part of an election praocess, but I'm accepting
, | an invitation that was first made by former Prime Minister Haughey

if . and repeated by your present Prime Minister Fitz0erald yhen ne

But there is another reason, & peysonal reason, why I

' 1 have known I would be goinp one day becauwse wp

™ until I became President: I had no knowlegge of my fathey's family
He was orphaned at less thgn six years

e And I must say, the people of ILreland ang the qovernment

' of Ireland have been very kind and generous, and 1 Ea whea 1

* have traced our family roots and found tkat Ballyporeen is the locale

.§ * arrived here in this job that they had gopne 1o great lengtns and
33

and so forth. So, I've always known I was gping to have to go there.

©f~ I want to go there.

- . 7 1

adi T - Q But it's not going to do you any haym in an

¢  election-year. ’ .

Wi

. N THE PRES|IDENT: ({(Laughter.)

w i 5
B i Q@  So, how important is thag Irish-Ameyican

13 constituency anymore? ; I

B 1 g . :

'3' :, . THE PRESIDENT: I want the vote of all the Americans
&¢: that I can get, and, cobviously, the Irisp-Amgricans conptitute quite
#¢"  a sizable block in our country. There ig a rich history of the
43 millions of them that we have. I'm one of them. So, of course,

"de I would like to have their approval, but I'm not making this trip
4, for that purpose. ;

e 4 ‘

;f':::g I think that their votes will be based on their

1;:-: belief in whether I shonld be President for four more years or &
i 44 not. .

s 4 —

Tt Q You're coming to us after the New aﬁ’ rorum |
! has finally reported. ‘he Cohgress is already giving ifs backing

Z'
§
s 4

to that report. What's your view of the findings of the report?

THE PRESIDENT: Of the fre;m-f.r — /

B Q The Forum -- the Ngw sland|Forum.
i

T MARE ;
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh. Well, I think that Prime Minister
. Fitzgerald said it very eloquently, and thag was that it was a practical
agenda for a meeting of the minds and discussicn.

And I think 50, too. But, I believe, to 3o beyond
that would be presumptious of me. This is a problem tq be settled
there between, not only the governments of England and Ireland, but
also of the people in the North and the people of the Jouth -- they,
too, must be considered, and their wishes -~ and I hope and pray
that we can find a solution that will bring peace.

Q _So you wouldn‘t be proposing to pick up Mr.
~Haughey's suggestion that, in fact, the United States might intexvene
in this thing?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't thjink 4t's our place to do that.
Q But will you be raising it with Mrs. Thatcher,

for instance, in seeking -~ using your qood offices to encourage her,
at least to begin a process of further giscyssion?

1 THE PRESIDENT: Well, I confessg to a curigsity, knowing
¥  her well, about this proposal from the forum that has heen made, and
a curiosity as to how she sees it, and how she feels ahout it. And
I couldn't possibly ask a guestion about that.

—————
=

U v

Q Mr. Presidernt, many Irish Americans still see what
goes on in Northern Ireland as a freedom fight. They gee the IRA
not as terrorists, but as people to be gupported. Can they be
g persuaded they're wrong on that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that there is a faction
of the IRA that is revealed now, mainly what is called the provisional
TRA, that is not the IRA of the glorious days of the fight for €freedcn.
. And that it has all the attributes of a teryorisk orgagization. At
- the same time, I think there is an elemgnt of the -- oy the other side

¥ of that.

I have a feeling myself that the majority cof the people.
: on both sides of the border out there would -- would want, and do
¥  want, a peaceful solution. But that possibly, on both sides of the

border, there is a problem abocut voicing that because gf fear of the
more radical elements. And that, if it's true, that's a tragedy, and
there must be a solution found.

Mr. President, as you know, there are people in
Ireland who are objecting already to your visit. In particular thev
feel that your stand on Central America has not supporged justice
sufficiently. How do you feel about the likelihood of those protests?

L. THE PRESIDENT: I feel that they‘re misinformed. We

‘ know that Cuba and the Soviet Union have vast, worldwide disinformation
: machineries -- or machines -- in which they can give oul misinformation
to the media, to organj.zations and groups and so forth. I‘m sure

that many of those people, if there are -- people demonstrating on

| this issue -- I'm sure they're probably sincere and well-intentiocned.
oo —But—I don't -t.hi'.nk—-th&t'"WW&&"’S&'{&!W""'W}'ve've had a —
case here in which, with the three elections that have taken place,

1 bipartisan groups of our Congress and others have gone down there,

‘ﬁ in addition to the Bipartisan Commission I appointed under Or.

§+- Kissinger, to go down to Central America.

i YO
S i

i When the ¢ome back from viewing those elections -- many
' of these Congressmen have gone down openly admitting they‘'re like

those people that would want to demonstrate, they think we're on the

wrong side -- they have come back completely converted by what they

saw.

. We've got a situation where, for decades and decades ©F
even centuries, in Ceni:ral America and Latin America, generally, we've
had revolutions in which it's simply one groups of leaders being
overthrown by another group of leaders who want to take over and be
in charge, and the dictators. Some years ago, there was an overthrow

- * MORE —
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of a military dictatorship in E} Salvador. And, the government that
was set up then became kind of the same type ©f militayy thing. And

- n, a man ‘hamed Duarfie, ‘who was President after that first cverthrow,
was exiled,was -- well, first was imprisoned, was tortyred, was
exiled -- even though he'd been chosen as President. He has now
returned and the people, overwhelmingly, hawe elected him as their

choice for President.

Py 3-Sugn

Now, how anyone could not peligve that he is aoina to
- be determined to enforce civil rights, and if there is -- well, first
4%+ of all, he's picking up something that has already been vastly
bog ool improved under the existing government already there, which was elected
ge; by the people. We've had three electiops ip 26 months there. and
;;lig¢ . —in each one of them, more -- & greater propprtion of their people
w4t turned out for that election than turns out for an elegtion in the
... United States. |

Q But, of course, it's pandatory to voge.

e THE PRESIDENT: Not really. As a matter pf fact, they
' . had something like about a $20 fine if you didn‘t vote -- but these

gy teams of observers of ours went down -- they couldn’t {find anyone

i’ .. that -- (laughter) -- that even worried about that, or that thought
- —-that would ever be enforced -- whether they &id or not,

< But, they did find an overwhelming enthusjjasm on the
.7 part of the people. When a woman stands in the line fpr hours, waiting
___her turn to vote, and has been wounded by the guerrillps whose slogan
' was, "Vote today, and die tonight,” and she refused to leave the line
for medical treatment of her bullet wound until she had voted -- she
wouldn't take the chance of missing the opportunity to wvote.

o Now these, the guerrillas -- the governmepnt offerved
amnesty. The government offered for them to put down their guns and
come in and participate, submit candidates for office and all -- in
the electoral process. And the guerrillas turned that down. By the
same token, in Nicaragua, the Sandinista government -- which is as
totalitarian as anything in Cuba or the Sovet Union -- indeed, they

—are the puppets of Cuba and the Soviet Union. That goveranment, the

- go-called "freedom fighters"™ there -- or, if they eprefer o call them
guerrillas -- they are former revolutionaries who were aligned with

. the Sandinistas in the revolution to overthrow the aunthoritarian

Efj~qovernmant of Somoza.

& oI

TS

And, once they were in, the Sandinistas, which is, as I
say, the totalitarian element, communigst element, they got cid of their
allies in the revolution, and have broken every promise that the
revolutionaries -- when it was still gging on -~ made %o the Qxganiza~
tion of American States, as to free electigns, human rights, freedom

- of the press, freedom of religion.

wi- The present government of Nicaragua -- right now, the

S N Catholic Bishops are protesting as far as they can, at the rvisk of

2 T & great persecution -- they embarrassed qone Bishop by parading him through
I the streets of the capital naked. Now, the Archbishog of San Salvador
P has been quoted by this disinformation network here and there as being

J fkd one who wants America to stop lending aid, military aid, to the
\\f#. gqovernment of El Salvador. He has refyted that. He has denied that
‘ tﬂ' and said no. He knows that the others -~ the guerrillas -- are getting

‘ outside support, and he know from whenge iy comes, and he has said,

---- - no, he does not want us to leave. .

e So, the program we have ' is one in Lhich three out of four
dollars :
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"\ will go to help establish a democratic eoconomy and saciety in El
? Salvador, and only $1 is going in military aid. You can’t have social
%Y reforms in a country while you're getting your head shot off by
j; guerrillas.
4

J% ‘ Q But your critics, Mr. President -- your critics
]! here in the United States, your critics in Europe, your crit:ics in
i% Ireland -- don't see necessarily Nicaragua and El Salvadnr quite
q1' in the same way. There are those who've come back and who'ie said
‘14 Nicaragua isn't as repressive as it lookm. There are those who

‘}x1 say America aid going in to the guerrillas theze strerngihens and

T1 toughens that government.

. THE PRES1DENT: How do they explain, then. the

Wl . Miskito Indians which, even under the Somoza autharitarian government.
11° were allowed to have their own communities, their own cylture and

! religion and so forth, and almost upon taking office, the Sandinista
sovernment marched its forces into those Miskito villages, burned
their crops, burned their homes -- their villages -- and then
confined as many as they could in concentration camps? But thousands
of them fled across the borders. Now, we know an awful lot about
some of those Miskitos hecause some of oyr mgdical persqgnnel in

our military are helping taking care of them where they are in
refugee camps in Honduras.

" All I can suggest to same of these people who are
saying this in Europe and who have evidently been propagandized is --
and I don't mean this to sound presumptuous -- but is there any one
of them that has access to all the informatign that the President

of the United States has? I'm not doing this because I've got a

yen to involve ourselves or spend same money, but I 4o know that when
the Sandinista -- well, the revolution won im Nicaragua, the
previous administration immediately set cut to help thew -- financial
aid to that government.

And it was only a few days before my inayguraticn when
that administration had irrefutable evidence that the Wicaraguan
jovernment was supplying arms and materiel to the guerrillas in
El Salvador, attempting to overthrow a duly elected government that
was trying to be a democracy. And he put a hold on any further help.

Now, we ¢ame into office a few days later. And we
still had to find out for ourselves; we thought if there is a possibility
of negotiating some kind of a settlement -- And, so, ‘on that basis,
we renewed the aid -- financial aid that was going to them and
tried to deal with them, " By April, we had found out that, no. there
was no honor, no honesty, they were totalitagian but moye than that,
they openly declared that their revolution knows no bougdaries,
that they are only the bheginning of what they intend to be further

revolution throughout ajil of Latin America.
L ‘ Q Woukd that, nevertheless, justify mining ports?

THE PRESIDENT: Those were homemade mines that
couldn't sink a ship. But let me ask you this: Right now, there
i a_Bulc i ploading tanks and armoyed personnel carriers
at a port in( quagl That is the fifth guch Dulgarian ship in
the last 18 months. ust a week or two ago, there were Soviet
ships in there unloading war materiel. Now, the Ricaraguanr qavernment —--
the Sandinista government -- is funneling this through to the
guerrillas in El Salvador. Indeed, the headquarters for the guerrilla
movement in El1 Salvador is only a few miles from the capital of
Nicaragua, in Nicaragua where the strategy is planned and the
direction of their revolution is taking place.

*f VoWl -JeBRe

Now, it seems to me that if you're going to iustify
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people trying to bring this present Nicaraguyan government back to the
original promise of the revolution, to modify its totalitarian stangd.
And you're going at the same time -- and one of the reascns we were
offering help is to interdict those arms and weapons that were going

to the El Salvador guerrillas. But you know that a flood of that
material is coming in the through the ports being unloaded. But you're
going to try to think qf a way to interdict that.

And those were homemade mines, as I say, that couldn't
sink a ship. They were planted in those harbors where they were
planted by the Nicaraguan rebels. And I think that there was much
ado about nothing.

Q Mr. President, you have an image problem, don't you?
You said it in your press conference last week, that people think you've
got an itchy finger.

THE PRESINENT: Yes.

Q Many'people in Burope see you as a cold warrior.
They see you as the man who started your presidential years talking
about the empire of evil. They see you as the President who, at this
stage, is not involved in di.urmament talks with the Soviet Union.

THE PRESIDENT: But we didn't walk away fzam the tavbie,
did we -~ the disarmament table. They 4id.

And let me point something out. There have been some
19 efforts by our country since World War II to énlist the Soviets into
talks to talk about disarmament, the reduction of arms and the contzol
of weapons. It was this country that, as far back as 154§ when we
were the only one who had a nuclear wearon, we made a prcposal that an

_international commission be appacinted tg take charge of all auciear

material, all weapons turned over to them. The Soviet Union hadn't

i even completed one yet, but they turned down that proposal.

I am the first one since 1546 who has gone to the bargaining
table and ptoposed the total elimination of the intermediate range
weapons system in Europe, and they wouldn't listen. So we said, all
right. We still think that's the best idea; o free Eureore of this
threat. But we will then talk to you about what figure would you sug-
gest that we could reduce the numbers to, tq at least reduce the size
of the threat. And their response is to walk away from the table.

Now, I think that -- I know that the relations are bad

right now.

Q Very bad?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes -- well, not all that bad. They're
unhappy -~ maybe more unhappy than they've been in the past. But I
think one of the reasons for that is that in the past, the Soviet Unicn
has seen this country unilaterally disarm, gance papons systems such
as the B-1 and other systems, close down our missiit assenmtly
line. We don't even have the facility to make them anymore. -  And they'‘ve
seen that while they were doing -- while we were doing that, with some
idea that maybe they would see we meant nc threat and, therefore, they
would follow suit -- no, they continued with the biggest military build-
up in the history of man.

Now, how can anyone -~ what I atarted to say, I guess, x~
that sure, they're unhappy. They're unhappy because they see that we're

- -preparing to defend ourselves if need be.

Q Many West Buropeans are very umhappy, though, because
they see the danger that if the confrontatign bappens, if vou don't
get to talks in some shape or form, it is Ejrope where that war will se
£ought.

MORE

I
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but also, there's somg 300,000
American troops there wiich are an indicatiop of our atanding by rhem
in the alliance. .

They have lived almost 40 years now, since World War II,
under an umbrella which has kept peace, and that umbrel}a 1s our nuclear
capability in this country.

I don't think -- X know that there are dempnstrators and
I know that there are ppople that are influepced by the Soviet-sponscred
World Peace Council, but I don't think our alliance in jurope has ever
been stronger than it is today. But as I say, [ think the Scviets --
sure, they're unhappy because they liked it the other way when under
3 kind of detente, they were having things their own way. UNow they
know that we're not goijag to make ourselves wulnerable, as was done
before. But they also know that we're willipg any time they want to
sit down. We are willipng to start reducing these weapons. And my
ultimate goal is -- I think common sense dictates it -- the worlid must
rid itself of all nuclear weapons. Therg mugt never be 2 nuclear war.
It can't -- it shouldn't be fought and it cap’t be won.

Q When do you think that might happen? Wher do jyou
<hink the process, the talks might begin?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. We're —- we have kept the
door open on any number of other negotiations. e've been doing busi-
ness with them on some rhings ¢of interest to them as wejl as us. And
with some progress beiny made. It is only ip this area -- they did come
back to the mutual balanced force -~ the, conventional apms treaty, and
we are discussing with rthem, as well as others, at the Hrocknolm
disarmament talks.

But it is on those two, the major nuclear weapans, the
START talks, as we call them, and the intermpdiate range weapons where
they are being intransigent.

Q What about tite boycott on the Olympics? Many people
see this symbolically as just that further little bhit of evidence of
the Soviet Union and the United States pullipg further gpart.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I know that no one can really under-
stand or fathom the thinking of the Politbure, the people in the Polrit-
buro of the Soviet Union, hut I would hazard two ideas that stick in
my mind as possibly an explanation for what they've done One is re-
caliation for the boycort =-- -

Q 1980.

THE PRESIDENT: -~ President Carter, in those Olympics
when it was their Olympics. Number two, frapkly, I think they don't
want to be embarrassed by having revered athletes in their country come
to thig country and decide to stay.

Q Different part of the world very much ir the news
this week -- the Gulf. We're obviously teetering into a crisis there.
Do you see, Mr. President, the possibility of a direct American involve-
ment?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, so far, it doesn't seem to be. The
Gulf states have themselves said that this is their problem and they
want to deal with it. (ome have asked fpr some military assistance in
the sense of weaponry, and this is why we are sending some weapons,
some Stinger weapons to them and possibly augmenting ouy little sguadron
of tankers that are theice. We have four there presently -- have had for
gquite some time. That (ould be expanded to six. But :gey have not
asked us to intervene, and certainly, we have not offered to intervene.

MORE'
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Q Do you see this as essentially an American
rroblem or is it a problem for the West? Is this something that
either regionally should be picked up by the Gulf states or
is it something that the Western Alliance should come in, that
vou should stand back from?

THE PRESIDENT: If it comes to a complete shutdoum
cf the sources of oil in the Middle East, this is a Western problem,
aind far more than for us. Actually, only about three percent of our
il comes from the Persian -- or by way of the Persian Gulf. Many
cf our allies are not in that advantageoys a position. They are
very dependent on that. And I have said previously that I don't
see how the Western world cauld let that be closed down.

But at the moment, the Gulf statres who are directly
involved and who are on the firing line there delieve that the
rroblem can be solved and without outside interference.

Q wWhat about the Middle East? You, after all, tried
the Reagan Plan in terms of resolving the West Bank proolem. TUTo
you see now a possibility of somehow coming to & recomciliation of
Israel with its Arab neighbors?

THE PRESIDENT: This is what we rave o continue io
try. We have never given up on that. It was set back by the inability
to get a solution in Lekanon. 1t seemed impqssible to go forward with
that while, for example, Isri-l itself v4s engazed iz ogebat in
Lebanon. But, ultimately, thé golution, "as I put it, is we must
find more Egypts. We myust -- And our jok is to convince our Arab
friends over there that we can be evenharded and that we’re not
seeking to dictate a settlemant of any kind hut thatr thay musr be
prepared to sit down -- and the Israelis at the sawe rize 0 3i:t down -
and negotiate out an endl to a war situation in which there are
countries that have still said they do ngt recognize Israel's right
to exist. |

Now, we have been supportive of Israel since 1948
and continue to be, but we also believe that, rather than our Arab
~friends and the Israelis continuing to ejxist in armed camps, it
is time to do what the government of Egypt did a few years age
and make peace. .

Mr. Pregident, you'rg constantly being asked
to do the impossible. You're being asked to intervene 3nd aot
intervene. You're being asked, for instgnce, in Ireland to make
an intervention in regard to the trial of a priest therq in
Manilla. You're being asked tc do something about Qaddafi. <Can

" you do anything in these areas?

THE PRESIDENT: We can't do all o the thiags that
_people suggest. I think we've taken actjon with regard to Qaddafi.
We removed many of our people, as you know, ané recognized him for
what he is. You mentior the I[rish priest¢ in the Philipgines. I

| do not know the details of that. I have only recently heard

MORE
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about that, but we've had a long-standing relationship, datina back
to the -- when we were the protector of the Philippines, with that
government. And, if there .5 any way in which we can lpe of help in
that, we'd be pleased to do it.

Q Mr. President, we're in-a library in the White House,
surrounded by the lives of Akmerican Presidents. Most pf them, in the
long haul of history, are remembered for one thing, ong speech, one
decision. What do you want to go down in history for doing?

THE PRESIDENT: (Laughter.} 1 know that's a guestion
- that comes up every once in awhile. I find it rather @ifficult to
think that way, or think about yourself in history. I aquess, if they
-just said I did my best, I might be pleased with thar.

o Q But your priorities -- after &11, yoju're expecting
‘{ ~ to run into a second terwm. This is the time for you tp do things.
i You said last week that the top priority is disarmament -- do you

think you can achieve action in that over the next four vears?

THE PRESIDENT: I have to believe I can, pbecause I don‘t
think the world can go on this way. And we're going to try. Yes.
If I had to say one thing that we would be aiming €or, <hat I ucald
be aiming for, as mine -- it is, our country continuing along the
path that was set so many years ago with its goal the wmltimate in
individual liberty and freedom consistent with an orderly society,
with a government that is the servant of the people, npt the master,
-—and with peace throughout the worlad. o

. Q The United States began with a revoluticn, with a
message for the rest of the world. Mightn't some people araue that
you've run out of steam. That, when they look at Central America,
they lock at the North-South debate, they look at the ineguality of

resources, they look at your richness and what you've got -- they
wonder whether you can really appeal to the poor pegple aof the werld
effectively?

THE PRESTDENT: I think we can. I remember that in
World War ~-- when World War II ended, Pope Pius XII said, "The
: Americans, the American people, have a genius for great and unselfish
' deeds. Into the hands of America, God has placed an afflicted
mankind."”

And, we were the only nation that was left untouched
by war, that still had our industrial power and all, had not been
bombed and fought over and so forth. And we turned our resources to
helping re-establish not only the war-torn countries on our side,
but our enemies as well. And we have lived to see those former
enemies close allies with us today, and democracies, liwving wp to
. . —all the principles that we have believed in for so long.

I don't think America's ruyn oyt of gas at all. I think
there are great challenges ocut there before us. And, even though
some people are criticizing what we tried to do in Beirut -- we were
" there on an errand of peace, seeking peace. And I'm not going to
be ashamed of that. We didn't succeed. There were some advances
made, and maybe that was one »f the reasons why the terrorism ‘
started against the multinational force -- because they were succeeding.

. But, no. Where there’'s a chance to bring peace -- our
relationship with our Latin American negighhors -~ I made a trip down
there shortly after I got into office to tell them that my desire
was that I think we'd been insensitive in the past. We haven't
recognized that :
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maybe we looked like the big colossus and we were suggesting ideas
with the best of intentions, but it was us teiling them. And I went
down to tell them, "Lcak, we're all partners, we're all neighbors.
Let's exchange ideas ard find out how wg can all be better neighbors
here in this hemisphere."”

Q Finally, Mr. President, any doubts that it will be
you in the White House for the next four years?

THE PRESILENT: Oh, well, you've touched on a supersti-
tious point with me. I find it impossible to speculate or suygest
that I am going to win. I think it jinyes me if I &o that. Sc I'm
always going to behave as if I'm one vote behind. I'll run scared.

Q Mr. President, thank you wery kindly for talking
to us. v

And that's all from this additjon of “Today-Tonight",
from the Library, White Hause, Washingtgn, J.C.

END 4:12 P.M. EDT
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